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THE FUTURE IS HERE! THE FUTURE IS NOW!

From the President... January 2023

Dear Colleagues,

As it’s my first letter to you of 2023, | will take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy and
prosperous new year!

Again, I'm sat at my desk at home composing this. | mentioned my location in the Ironbridge Gorge to
you last time as | felt the history and development of the area reflected the development of our
profession. This time | mention it because of the recent rapid expansion of an area of our work,
expedited by the catalyst of a worldwide pandemic, the use of video conferencing technology and the
possibility of working from home. Ubiquitous video conferencing enabled the legal system to continue
to function. It also enabled us to keep working, but also skip the commute, have a lie in, a leisurely
breakfast, then virtually attend our job at a civilised hour whilst still in our slippers. Many Speech-to-
Text reporters found their work levels sustained or even considerably expanded by this development as
it became possible to take several assignments, in multiple locations, on the same day once you take
away the travel.

It’s now possible to travel again with very few restrictions. Those of us who love to travel have been
taking advantage of any loosening of the rules over the last couple of years, taking tests, wearing masks,
washing our hands, taking more tests, leaving the middle seat empty, and attending assignments in
person, in many countries. Others have grown very fond of not commuting, having less stress, more
sleep, more free time, watching the birds in the tree outside the window, and happily beavering away as
normal without the necessity of closing the front door behind us. Many of us take advantage of both,
whichever the situation demands.

This new world is amazing, a vast improvement on the way things were. Is it as Utopian as it sounds?
I've mentioned advantages. Are there any disadvantages?

Reporters working virtually from the US, following rule changes to permit it, have seriously reduced the
amount of deposition work available in the UK and Europe for local reporters. This work didn’t dry up
completely and in-person deposition reporter attendance is returning to this side of the Atlantic, but not
soon enough for at least one large agency in this country.



Another aspect of this change in working patterns is there are now a number of reporters who are no
longer willing to attend hearings in person. This is perfectly understandable — who actually enjoys
commuting — but is it sustainable? If it is a small number of people working exclusively from home,
probably. If the numbers are too high, | don’t believe it is sustainable and may seriously damage,
possibly fatally, the legal side of our industry. It’s not a scientifically weighted survey but from personal
experience, when talking to potential legal clients to arrange substantive hearings rather than
depositions, the majority have no interest whatsoever in a virtual service. There are some occasions
when virtual reporting is requested but they’re increasingly rare. | fear if law firms are regularly told
there’s no-one available to attend their hearing, they’ll be forced to find alternatives. They will become
used to there being no reporter present. They will stop asking.

Last time | wrote to you | mentioned Intersteno and the impending host city decision. It transpires
Polish planning had already reached a very advanced stage even before the Congress in Maastricht, so it
was decided not to waste all that work and confirm Katowice as the host for 2024. The silver lining is we
can relax a little and now have a very comfortable timeframe to ensure our planning for 2026 is the best
we can make it.

lan
President

All Change!

As lan refers to above, there have been a few changes to our profession.

eYcribers

| heard last week from Jenny Chandler of Marten, Walsh, Cherer that they have sold their business to
eScribers (who you may remember bought Auscript, who bought Margaret Wort.) Jenny tells me that
the staffing personnel will remain the same. | have learned that eScribers have also bought out Gwen
Malone in Ireland.

Marcus Hawthorn, Chief Executive of the National Registers of Communication Professionals working
with Deaf and Deafblind People (NRCPD) has left and they are in the process of recruiting his
replacement.



BIVR Winter Drinks Evening

Saturday, 25 February 2023, 5 — 7 p.m., upstairs at...

DICKS

BISHOPSGATE

202 Bishopsgate, London, EC2M 4NR, opposite Liverpool Street Station (Bishopsgate exit)
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The first drink and some snacks - on BIVR!

Please RSVP sec.bivr@gmail.com if you are coming. Thanks I've already heard from a few of you, but if
anyone else is thinking of attending, please let me know. By all means bring partners.

Looking forward to seeing you there. Sec.

Renewal 2023


mailto:sec.bivr@gmail.com

Thanks to those who have already renewed, but there are still a few who have not. | hope to hear from
you soon. As always, please let me know, in confidence, if you are in difficulties and we’ll work
something out so that you retain your membership.

Also, if you do wish to be on the Find a Professional section of our website, | really do need an updated
bio and up-to-date confirmation of your current competencies, so that | and you may be assured that
BIVR has done its due diligence. Again, some have sent them, some have not. Be great to hear from
those who haven’t yet sent them. Thanks. Sec.

Arounc and about.

An interesting read from the Tiro online magazine of Intersteno — an article by Amanda Bavin, very
apropos lan’s comments. Unfortunately, they didn’t grant permission to reproduce it, but here’s the
link:

https://tiro.intersteno.org/2022/12/returning-to-uk-captioning-on-site-in-the-uk-
2022/?fbclid=IwAR3sYWRJyD3isAlv-64wFUzAcll 1RO7bCDfrDVxZsBo0O5sEHFfHPPi6MFS8

Another article was published on 30 January in the Philippines Daily Inquirer:

https://business.inquirer.net/384333/the-stenographer-the-silent-
superhero?fbclid=IwAR2R1xOhCQUYO-ASM110i8edFNo7EJ2taR5Z YO9H3GKXqgKJhjiotmLHxWg

Transatlantic International Deposition Services (David Ross) have gone into partnership with
Stenograph.

https://www.newswire.com/news/transatlantic-international-deposition-services-and-
stenograph-21877152?fbclid=IwAR1SXzHRr89aCWO0eccbt1gM22IWt582iv2VmijebLyE-
Rjay6uqEg43yRD2s
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Anyone for & QRR?

| have had a few enquiries about QRRs. How does Sat 15 April 2023 suit?

If we have enough candidates | can book a room in a London hotel. Otherwise it will be via Zoom link.
In any case | will be pre-recording the passages and play them to onsite people, but anyone on a Zoom
link will have the audio emailed to them so that we are not prey to the frailties of the Internet!

We'll be starting with the QRR2 (180/190/200/190/180); then QRR3 (200/210/220/210/200) and then
QRR4 (220/230/240/230/220).

The fee is £50 for the first one and £45 for a second attempt.
Please let me know if you’d like to do a QRR and which one you’d like to do.

| will be sending out some preview words beforehand for all of them, so that you can get some
practising in.

Also, | thoroughly recommend that you do some “test” practising beforehand. It’s quite different from
your every-day work. There’s lots on the BIVR website: https://bivr.org.uk/resources/speedbuilding/

Log into BIVR, then click on the above link.

For anyone who wants live dictation, the IPS is still offering dictation at £3 for the one hour session on
Monday evenings, 7 — 8 p.m., (except Bank Holidays). | can read whatever speed/s you want. Contact
me on marysorene@ntlworld.com Sec

It's going to take me a little longer

¢

to answer my e-mails now....
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Winners all the wayl

MyClearText"
y ACCESS L@P

In November 2022 our members Orla Pearson and Elaine McCarthy, with other members of their
business, attended Event Tech Live, in London, for the first time as exhibitors, with

MyClearText and AccessLOOP. Having entered for several awards hoping for a shortlist on one or two,
they won four!

BEST TECHNOLOGY START-UP
BEST NEW TECHNOLOGY PRODUCT
BEST CONFERENCE TECHNOLOGY

(UNDER 10,000 ATTENDEES)

BEST USE OF Al TECHNOLOGY

event
technology Sponsored by g0l
awards

Winnex
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/mycleartext/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/accessloop/
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From the modern, to the ancient!
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From the BIVR archives, a booklet of speeches at an annual dinner on Monday, 17 April 1939. There are
22 pages of speeches at which judges were guests and invited to speak. It makes an interesting read as to
how highly those members were thought of. Perhaps we should reinstitute that part. Host an event at
which we invite judges and others in the legal world to speak and at which we showcase our skills.
Anyone? One notable difference would be that in those days it was male-dominated, Shorthand Writers
and judges! Secondly, the use of technology as demonstrated above. Although, of course, | wasn’t yet
born in 1939, | well remember attending Institute Dinners at the Connaught Rooms in the 1970s. The
annual dinner was dropped by the 1980s when they fell out of favour.

Notice the “shoulder notes” on the subsequent pages.

I have scanned them and reproduce here the first 11 pages, including the cover and front page:
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Connmught Rouas
Crent Queen Street, London, W C.2.

Monday, 17th April, 1939

SPEECHES DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL DINNER

of the

INSTITUTE OF SHORTHAND WRITERS PRACTISING IN
THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE

Geo J. Emery. Esq
(Past President)

In the Chair.

(Transcript of the Shorthand Notes of Membars of the Institute of Shorthand
Writers, 2, New Court, Lincoln's Inn, W.C 2 )
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(The Loyal Toast was duly bcnourod[
TOAST: "THE INSTITUTE OF SHORTHAND WRITERS™

THE HON. MR. JUSTICE ATKINSON: Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, when I

accepted the kind invitation to come here tonight and to propose
this Toast I could not foresee that I should get influenza four days
before this evening, and that I should have to slink away from home
contrary to doctor's orders. But here I am, and I am very pleased
that I was able to escape.

When I was first asked to propose this Toast, naturally
enough I began to wonder: "What is an Institute?”, and I thought:
"Is it the same thing as an Institutica?" I was slways told that
I would end my days in an Institution (Laughter). I cast my mind
back, and I found that the first sort of Institute that I could
remember was a Church Institute, into which I was raked to help in
running it. I tried to visualise some of the Shorthand Writers who
one sees in Court attending a Bible Class (Laughter). I could not do
it, so that I thought that I was on the wrong track there. The next
sort of Institute that I could remember was when I got to the Ber end
met the expert witness. Of course every expert witness belongs to
an Institute of same sort or another. I looked through the telephone
directory, and I found that there were seventy-nine different
Institutes of that kind, and I came to the conclusion that an
Institute was something which existed for the production of expert
witnesses. ‘That somehow did not seem to fit the bill. Of course
expert witnesses have all sorts qf letters after their names, end,
until the coming of Official Shorthand Writers, one used to have to
try to write these down, but, now that there are Official Shorthand
Writers, I always put the same letters after the name of an expert
witness: "M.I.E.L.", which stand for Member of the Institute of
Expert -- I forget now what the "L." stands for (Laughter). At any
rate it simplifies things very much, but, after all, you do not give
evidence, so that that was not the sort of Institute that you were.

I thought that I had better look at an English dictionary. There-
fore 1 looked at an English dictionary, and I found that an Institute
was an organised body for the promotion of a public object. I thought
that was exactly it, because after all that is what you are here for,
or, at any rate, it is one of the reasons for your existence.

When the Committee was trying to devise some method of
having Officiasl Shorthand Writers, of course the thing that we were
up ageinst was how to provide s supply at a cost which would not shock
the Treasury. Your Institute stepped into the breach with an offer
to mccept full responsibility for providing expert Shorthand Writers
in any Court whenever they were wanted. You can imagine with what
avidity I lapped it up. There they were, an organised body fulfilling
a purpose and an object of the utmost value, & value which cannot be

-2~
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The Hon. Mr. Justice Atkinson

exaggerated (Hear, hear). If it had not been for that offer of theirs,
Official Shorthand Writers would not have been in existence to-day. We
owe it entirely to them. I know that it is not done directly through
the Institute; it is done through an Association which they control,
but still it was the Institute which accepted that responsibility, and
they have performed their duties admirably (Hear, hear). There is one
1ittle trick -- shall I call it? -- which is slreedy becoming =
tradition. Whenever a Judge turns to a Shorthand Writer (esome question
having arisen as to what somebody had said at an earlier stage) and
says: "Please turmn up and see what Mr. so-and-so said?", the answer is
elways the same: "It is in the other note-book" (Laughter). Of course
1 entirely sympathise with that. I have written Shorthand for fifty
years. My oaly trouble is that I have never been able to reed it.

There is another matter, and I do not know how they get
over it, namely, how to deal with dialects, the short a's, the flat a's
end that sort of thing. One or two incidents occur to me, and I
wonder how you would deal with them. I remembor dancing behind a
couple who suddenly stopped, and I heard the lady say: "Oh!, I must stop.
I am danced out". The man, who was obviously a Northerner, said: "No,
not darned stout; only nicely rounded®™. There was another incident
that I will never forget which impressed me very much. For my sins I
was once in Perliament. I was going up to my constituency near
Manchester, and a young man, who was obviously very nervous, got in at
Derby. He could not sit still, and his jaw was moving. After = bit
he began to talk. He wans going to Manchester to be married the next
day. Of course, I sympathised (Laughter), and I told him that there
wag a late train back. After that we got quite friendly, and after a
bit he produced a ring from his pocket which he handed to me to admire.
I said: "Very, very nice; 18 carat?". He said: "No, not atin' carrot,
chewing gum, and what the 'ell has it got to do with you?" I suppose
that you would deal with that. At any rate, we got quite frieandly again.
Then it turned out that he had not slept the night before, and he was
very nervous; he did not believe that he would sleep that night, or want
to sleep the night after (Laughter). He asked me what he should do about
it. I said: "You take a bottle of gin to bed with you tonight and a
table-spoon. You take a table-spoonful of gin every ten minutes.”™ He
said: "Will that send me to sleoep?™ I said: "No, it will not, but it
will make you so happy to be awake that you will not mind."

I must not forget the recent Home Office definition of old
age. I daresay that you know it. "A woman is as old as she looks; a
men is not old until he ceases to look" (Laughter). That was their last
year's definition. The new edition, and the one which I must always
remember, is: "A man is not old when he knows when to sit dom." No
Judge wants to be thought old, so that, without more ado I give you the
Toast of the Institute of Shorthand Writers (Applause).

(The Toast was duly honoured).
=
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Geo. J. Bmery): Sir Cyril Atkinson and Gentlemen, I

imagine that many of you, before you heard the Toast Manster's
announcement, were of opinion that I was not Mr. H.G. Wilde. Unfortun-
ately, you are right. I have to express on behalf of Mr. Wilde his
sincere regret that, having invited you all here, he ia not in a
position to greet you. Unfortunately, his medical edvisers have
insisted upon his taking an immediate and complete rest, for fear of
the consequences that might follow if he did not do so. He has
suffered from influenza rather badly in the course of the last month
or so, and he is suffering from the consequences of it and of overwork;
and, in spite of his earnest entreaties that he might be “"gingered up*
80 that he could fulfil his functions tonight, the doctors entirely
refused. They said that it would be far too great a risk for him to
run. He was prepared to run it, but, in face of such advice, he felt
that he could not do so. In the circumstances, it has falleam to me
to take his place at quite short notice, and I must therefore ask your
kind indulgence for the shortcomings which I am sure I shsll display
before the evening is concluded.

Now may I be allowed, not for the first time, to
scknowledge with gratification the fact that one of His Majooty's
Judges and several distinguished Members of the Bar have seen fit to
honour us by their company tonight. Sir Cyril has been so kind, as
some of his predecessors before him have been, 2s to say some of the
moot chaming things about us, which we very much appreciate. (Hear,
hear). I hope I shall not sound ungrateful if I assure you, Sir,
that we are paid greater complimeats every day in the Law Courts.
(Laughter). I think that that will require a little explanation.

But I think that any of you who frequent the Courts, or those of you
who may pay a casual visit thereto, are almost certain, if you go inte
& Court, to find a witness who will give an answer, prodbably in the
worst possible English, at an incredidle rate of speed with no
coherence, and, when he is thoroughly exhasusted, the Court is in a
state of bewilderment. Then some kindly gentleman at the Bar will
get up and say: "™y Lord, may the Shorthand Writer read that last
answer?" (Laughter). If that is not a compliment, Sir, what is?

I s glad to say that a few days ago such a request was made in one
of the Courts, and the Judge said: "No; I will not ask the Shorthend
Writer to read the answer. It would be most unfair. We have not
heard and we do not understand the answer. Why should the Shorthand
Writer? It was your witness, and it is your duty to see that your
witness gives his answers in a way which can be understood®. (Hear,
Bhear). Learned Counsel seid: "I thought it wes best to let him go
oa." "Well", said the learned Judge, "if you are satisfied with that
wo will leave it, but I invite you to get that answer clearer.” More
power to his elbow! Hay there be more like him. (Laughter). That
was one sort of compliment we had.

I was in Court the other day and a learned Counsel said

-4-
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The Chafirman

to a witness: "You don't keep any books, I don't think, do you?"

(Laughter).
Mr.CHARLES HARMAN: Neme!

THE CHAIRMAN: I cen give it to you. I presume that that question was
asked in the sure and certain hope that, by the alchemy of shorthand,
it would appear in the transeript: *(Q) Do you keep any books?"
(Laughter). Gentlemen, the only reason why we can go on in such
circumstances is because we regard those as compliments. They are
extremeoly painful, and we hope that they are all without malice afore-
thought But I do draw a distinction between that kind of compliment
and the compliments which we have received tonight, because I feel that
Sir Cyril came here with the intention of saying nice things to us.

MR.JUSTICE ATKINSON: He did.
THE CHATRMAN: And that has indeed been a pleasure.

I wish I could devise some means whereby I could spread
the knowledge that the mere writing of shorthand does not make one an
infallible machine. I assure you that shorthand writing is e human
skil) sequired after much study and exertion, and it is practised and
exercised at the cost of great mental and physical effort. (Hear, hear).

Mr Justice Atkinson has referred to the times when the
Shorthand Writer says that what he is required to read is in another
book (Laughter) That may happen' (Renewed Laughter). But I have
myself read, and I have been in Court when others have read, yards and
yards and yerds I think those who call upon us to perform that
function do not realise that we are immediately asked to switch over
from one process. wherein our brain is entirely devoted to turning
sounds into shorthand signs, to an entirely different process, which
consists of turning shorthand signs into sounds That is another
process altogether We are generally asked to read something which is
not clear; and shorthand caanot be checked up as easily as one can run
one's eye down a sheet of newspaper and pick’'up something which stands
out. And people always have the idea that what they want read occurred
in an entirely different place from that in which it did occur. (Laughter).
They will tell you: "Oh yes, it was just at the dbeginning of the re-
examination™. Nothing of the sort! It was about halfway through
the cross-examination. But still, when you will not look at the re-
examination, they begin to think that you are stubborn, or scmething like
that One knows very well that it is not where they say it is, dbut one
does want a moment in which to find the place. That is just a little
practical illustration which I hope will home to some of you who at
times put us into difficulties. u.a\_aem!.

I think that it would not be inappropriate for me now
=
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The Chairman.

to state how extremely fortunate litigants, the legal profession genmer-
ally and Shorthand Writers in particular were in that Mr. Justice
Atkinson was the Chairman of the Committee which was entrusted with the
duty of eandeavouring to discover the best method of establishing a
system of official shorthand writing in the Courts. (Heer, hear and
Appluuse). His complete grasp of the many difficult and intricate
questions - and nobody knows better than I how difficult and intricate
they wore - enabled that Committee to reccmmend, and the Lord Chancellor
to adopt, the system which is now in operation in the Courts. That
gystem has now been in operation for more than eighteen months, and it
is not too eerly, in my opinion, to express an opinion, as® its merits.
1 think one may claim that the functions are performed to the complete
or almost complete satisfaction of everybody. (Bur: hear). I think my
| Justification for making that statement is partly bda upon the fact
that not very long ago I met Master Carrol Romer, who is the Officer
charged on the King's Bench side with the duty of dealing with any com-
plaints. He said to me: "Is your Association operating? - because I
have had nothing to do with it so far." (Laughter). I do not know
whether he ever had any idea that his duties in connection with this
scheme might be a justificetion for an increase in his emoluments. 1r
g0, T am efreid he is doomed to disappointment. (Laughter). BEut I do
think that that is a ground for believing that we have justified the
confidence which was reposed in us, and I can assure you, Sir, that
it will be the continued aim of the Members of our Institute and of our
Association to see that they conduct the affairs of the Associatiom in
a manner which will not let you down. (Heer, hear).

I just want to make a reference to the fact that during
the past year the matter of recording proceedings by mechanical means
hes again cropped up in both this and other countries. In case
any of our Members may be fearful that our livelihood is about to
disappear, 1 think that I should say a re-assuring word. From the
information which we have obtained, it is obvious that a satisfactory
and efficient mechanical method of recording proceedings is still a very
long way off. The infomation we have received indicates that all the
devices which ere proposed need to be controlled by the human element.
The recording cannot be done unless it is controlled by somebody. Even
if the recording were perfect (and it is far from that), to make the
results of that practically available would require arrangements which
bave hardly been thought of, let alone devised. I am confideat that,
~ until a mechanism is invented which will have a better discrimination

then that possessed by husan beings, there will still be Shorthand
Writers seated in our Courts; I hope there will still be an Institute

~ of Shorthand Writers which will hold these dinners, and I hope that
‘Judges will still feel justified in coming here and peying to our
Lﬂomuox'c the compliments which you, Sir Cyril, have paid to us tonight
¥ of which I, on behalf of the Members, desire to express our deep

iation. (Appleuse).
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TOAST - THE VISITORS

MR. P. A. EDMUNDS: Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen. It is with great pleasure

thet I rise this evening to propose the toast "The Visitors". Speaking
on behalf of this Institute I want to tell each of our visitors

I say as expressing the view of this Institute;
f I may be allowed to express my own privete views upon the matter,
t I regard our guests here this evening in very much the
e beautiful flowers which adorn our tables.

th
%}_. Hay it be a very long time before they fade away. (Renewed
laughter).

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, we have been especially honoured
this evening by the presence at our Annual Dinmer of one of His Majesty's
Judges To us who are Members of this Institute it is & matter of great
gratification to think that the Homourable Mr. Justice Atkinson, so
recently recovered from an attack of influenza, should have found it
possible - should indeed have made it possible - to spare the time to
came here and honour us with his presence. g&gluul.

Scme years ago we heard ruzours as to the appointment of

Official Shorthand Writers in the Courts. The announcements and pro-
nouncements which we heard from those who sit in places of suthority
sounded to our startled ears like the rumbling of thunder along the
Olympian heights (Leughter). It was a time when, like Ageg, we walked
delicately, apparently to s similar fate. « Then we heard
that a Committee under the Cheimanship of Mr. Justice Atkinson hed been
. 8ppointed. That Comuittee of necessity looked at this matter not from

~ our point of view, but from the wider aspect of the public interest;
~ and apperently they came to the conclusion that it was in the pudblie
~Anterest that the officisl shorthand writing in the Courts should bde
done by us, who for so long (and in many ceses for more than one
- @eneration) had been doing that work unofficielly. I feel that in
- future it will be realised that there are few people who have done more
£ g:u and maintain the status of shorthand writers in the Courts than
Hr. tice Atkinson; and I feel that we should indeed be ungrateful

Tasc if we did not take this opportunity of expressing publiecly our
~8ense of gratitude to that learned Judge. (

So much I say as expressing the view of this Institute.
again lt!-yummdwoxpunwonprinufnun;onm
tter I am very grateful %o his Lordship, becsuse he has given me a

8004 tip this evening. I am continually being called upon to
@ Wy note in Court, and next time that happens I shall say, "I am
¥ 8orry, my Lord, but it's in the other book®. (hmtorl.

- -
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Mr. P. A. Edmunds.

Hr. Chaimen and Gentlemen, when I look along that high
table I observe that some of our guests here this evening are differ-
ently dressed from the wey we usually see them. But in spite of that
fact I have no difficulty in recognising them. I know who they are.
They a2re the learned Counsel whose words we report. Week after week,
month after month, year after year, we report their words, or attempt
to do so. But I do not think that these learned Counsel have come
here this evening like Hamlet's ghost demanding vengeance in respect
of the reporting of their speeches "most foully murdered”. Mim.
Rather 1 regard their presence here this evening s some indication
that, in spite of everything, they bear us no malice. It reminds me
of the advertisements 1 sometimes see in the Agony columns of the
newspapers which read something like this: "All is forgiven and
forgotten; return home at once". (Laughter) If, therefore, I may do
s0 with all due respect, I venture to address these learned Counsel
in the words of Omar EKhayyam, or as well as I can remember theam on
the spur of the moment, thus:

"Oh thou who didst with pitfell end with gin
Beset the path I was to wander in
My forgiveness give - and take"

ter

Gentlemen, the senior Member of the Ear present here
this evening is Mr. Charles Herman, King's Counsel. Many years ago,
before I became a shorthand writer (and indeed before I was even born
or thought of) my father was for many years a Member of this Institute.
In those happy days beyond recall my father used to go into the Chancery
Court and take a shorthand note of the arguments presented to the Court
by Mr. Charles Harman's father. And now to-day, when my colleagues -
- who are, of course, much better shorthand writers than I - are engeged
on other work and not available, sometimes I am entrusted with the duty
. Of reporting Mr. Charles Harmen. And so, you see, one generation
~ followeth another, and time marches on.

‘ Now, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, the scientists tell us
that parents do not transmit their acquired characteristics to their

- Ghildren, but that they do trenmmit their inherent charsoteristics.
And really I think the scientists must be right about that, because,

Af I may be permitted to say so, Mr. Charles Harman is himself a very

0d illustration of the truth of that scientific law; he is just like

is father; and it would be quite impossible for anyone to give him

jier praise than that.

i We have with us this evening another leading Counsel whom
We Shorthand Writers regard with great respect and indeed affection. I
i referring to Mr. John Morris, King's Counsel. I put it to you,
Gentlemen, as they say in cross-examination, that there is no speaker
BO is easier to report that Mr. John Morris.
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Mr. P. A. Edmunds.

Gentlemen, we also have with us this evening as our guests,
menmbers of the other branch of the legal profession, Solicitors and
Perlismentery Agents. I am very glad that thet should be so, because
for reasons which I think are sufficieatly apparent we Shorthand Writers
regard Solicitors with e feeling which is even deeper than that with
which we regard Members of the Bar. Learned Counsel we respect, but
Solicitors we love. (Laughter). So much I say as expressing the view
of this Institute. But, if I may again express my private feelings on
this matter, I should like to remind you of something which I am sure you
all know. In India the Hindu regards with particular love and reverence
the cow, the reason being that from that sacred enimal proceeds the milk
which is, of course, such an important item in the diet of vegetarian
people. Well, Gentlemen, I judge from your demeanour that soe of you
are not prepared in its entirety to accept the simile which 8o far I have
merely adumbrated; but I know that everyone of you will immediately and
without the slightest hesitation egree with me when I say dolce est
desipere in loco; and therefore I hope I shall not be misunderstood,
and no false interpretation will be put upon my words, when I say
that we Shorthand Writers regard Solicitors with a feeling which is
perhaps not the same as, but which is at any rate analagous to the
- feeling which the Hindu entertains for the sacred cow. .
- But, Mr. Chaiman and Gentlemea, much as we respect all Solicitors,
. there is one member of that branch of the profession whamwe especislly
. @steem as a guide, a counselllor and a friend. I am referring to Mr.
. Bischoff, Solicitor to the Association of Official Shorthandwriters.
‘Not only have we Mr. Bischoff with us, but we have also Mr. Wright, the
Auditor to the Association. We are very glad to see them both (Hoar,
In addition we have Mr. Gibbon Pritchard, President of the

ty of Parliamentary Agents, end Colonel Sir Geoffrey Cox, Secretary

Soclety of Parliamentery Agents. We are extremely pleased to

here. (Hear, hear).

We eare also very glad, as our Chaiman has said, to
come Mr. Carrol Romer st this function. It appears that we have
d 20 his duties. He has to keep a watchful though no doubt s
MY eye upon us, and it would appear that Mr. Carrol Romer has now
& policeman. (Laughter). When I think of Mr. Carrol Romer as a
n it reminds me of this. Heny years ago, when I was a little
renember my Grandmother unn. this to me, "Phoedus"™, she said -
name - “Who rn you that name?" "My Godfathers and God-
Laughter). - "Phoebus”, she said, "Never forget
t the policeman is the 800d boy's friend and the bed boy's
ter). Well, Gentlemen, I hope you will forgive me
in that little reminiscence, beceuse I do so merely to

point to this observation, that I am sure we all regard Mr. Carrol
? ’! M“o ‘M. M,o

~ Then we are Very pleaesed to see here this evening Mr.
* fore and Mr. Townshend, the Chief Associate.
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Mr. P. A. Bdmunds

From the Criminal Appeal Office: Mr. Highmore King, Mr. Stone, Mr.
Crone and Mr. Watkin Jones. And one associates with the Royal Courts
of Justice Mr. Keeling of the Sorivenary Department, Commander Miller
and Mr. Riches of the Bar Library. We thank Mr. Riches every yeer;

and the reason is that every year he increases the dedt of gratitude
which we owe him. (Hear, hear).

I look round this Hall and I see here this evening
many barristers’' clerks and Solicitors' clerks. They, with tleir
great experience, understand the nature of our work, and it is, of
course, because they understend our work that they are always so
kind to us and so willing to help us. (Hear, hesar].

In addition we have here this evening (and I em very
glad to mention his name) Mr. Shoolbred, Assistant Deputy Clerk of
the Peace for Middlesex, and his colleagues Mr. Johnson and Mr.

I‘ Hickman. From the Parlimmentary Clerks Associstion we have Mr.
| Browning, the Chairman, Mr. Lush, the Secretary, Mr. Sroms ans
Mr. Williams. All these Gentlemen we welcome very much indeed.

{Hear, hear).

I have now mentioned 2ll the names I want to mention,
Gentlemen, except one, and I have saved that name to the end. I
know that if I did not mention his name I should run the risk of
being retuked by the Chaimman, an ordeal which I could not face with
equanimity. The name I want to mention with particular pleasure is
that of Mr. Salzedo. (Hear, hear). Judges and Lawyers have again and
again thanked Mr. Salzedo for the great assistance he has given them,
but we shorthand writers know the sssistance he gives us. Whea
. Learned Counsel are engaged in one of those cases with a lot of
. @ifficult foreign names in it and next morning see those names all
set out correctly in the transceript, they think no doubt what vory
people we shorthand writers are. (Laughter). But the truth
Of the matter is that we crib it all from Mr. Salzedo. (Renewed Laughter).
Sometime ago I was reporting the case which came before Mr. Justice
Crossman about the Spanish ships, and I do not thimk I should be
exceeding the bounds of permissible exaggeration if I were to say that
Mr. Salzedo did nearly half the transeript for me. (Leughter). Perhaps
Mr. Salzedo will ellow me to congratulste him on having his son here
A8 evening. (Hear, hear). Mr. Salzedo Junior comes here and
Plays to us and pleases us all. How much better than these learned
Counsel who, when they address the Court, of necessity can only hope
0 please about half their audience. (Laughter).

Well, Gentlemen, let me sum up what I have said. I
compared our guests generslly to beautiful flowers. 1 have

1ised learned Counsel in language which the Iranian poet
1y addrossed to the Deity; and I have gone 830 far - I hope

ot too far - as to compare Solicitors to cows, aldbeit sacred cows
LT
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Mr. P. A. Edmunds

(Laughter). That being so I begin to feel I have said enough. Indeed
I fear that some of you may perhaps think I have said too rmeh. But
there is one thing more I want to say. I should have liked to say it
in the presence of his Lordship; but he had to 80. We all understand.
He has recently risen from a bed of sickmess. I did want to say this.

ﬁ‘ His Lordship has spoken very kindly of us this evening, Gentlemen, there
is nobody in the wide world from whom we should more appreciate praise

~ then from Mr. Justice Atkinson. (Applause).

(The Toast was duly honoured).

Look out for pages 12 - 22 in the next Bugle.
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BIVR DETAILS

BIVR's Registered address:

73 Alicia Gardens, Kenton, Harrow, Middx. HA3 8JD.

Your Council:

President: lan Roberts — president@bivr.org.uk or iroberts(@briaultreporting.com
Vice President: Georgina Ford - georginabivr@gmail.com

Council Members:

Melanie Ball - rtrlimited@gmail.com

Alan Bell - abellsttr@gmail.com

Nicole Harrison - nicoleharrison@live.co.uk

Sarah Hogan - (co-opted) sarahhogan1@virginmedia.com
Sheryll Holley - sheryll.bivr@gmail.com

Secretary: Mary Sorene - sec.bivr@gmail.com

Wishing everyone Good Health and Prosperity for the New Year and the future. Sec.
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