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THE FUTURE IS HERE! THE FUTURE IS NOW! 
 

From the President… January 2023 
       

  

 

     

Dear Colleagues, 
 
As it’s my first letter to you of 2023, I will take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy and 
prosperous new year! 
 
Again, I’m sat at my desk at home composing this.  I mentioned my location in the Ironbridge Gorge to 
you last time as I felt the history and development of the area reflected the development of our 
profession.  This time I mention it because of the recent rapid expansion of an area of our work, 
expedited by the catalyst of a worldwide pandemic, the use of video conferencing technology and the 
possibility of working from home.  Ubiquitous video conferencing enabled the legal system to continue 
to function.  It also enabled us to keep working, but also skip the commute, have a lie in, a leisurely 
breakfast, then virtually attend our job at a civilised hour whilst still in our slippers.  Many Speech-to-
Text reporters found their work levels sustained or even considerably expanded by this development as 
it became possible to take several assignments, in multiple locations, on the same day once you take 
away the travel. 
 
It’s now possible to travel again with very few restrictions.  Those of us who love to travel have been 
taking advantage of any loosening of the rules over the last couple of years, taking tests, wearing masks, 
washing our hands, taking more tests, leaving the middle seat empty, and attending assignments in 
person, in many countries.  Others have grown very fond of not commuting, having less stress, more 
sleep, more free time, watching the birds in the tree outside the window, and happily beavering away as 
normal without the necessity of closing the front door behind us.  Many of us take advantage of both, 
whichever the situation demands. 
 
This new world is amazing, a vast improvement on the way things were.  Is it as Utopian as it sounds?  
I’ve mentioned advantages.  Are there any disadvantages?   
 
Reporters working virtually from the US, following rule changes to permit it, have seriously reduced the 
amount of deposition work available in the UK and Europe for local reporters.  This work didn’t dry up 
completely and in-person deposition reporter attendance is returning to this side of the Atlantic, but not 
soon enough for at least one large agency in this country.  
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Another aspect of this change in working patterns is there are now a number of reporters who are no 
longer willing to attend hearings in person.  This is perfectly understandable – who actually enjoys 
commuting – but is it sustainable?  If it is a small number of people working exclusively from home, 
probably.  If the numbers are too high, I don’t believe it is sustainable and may seriously damage, 
possibly fatally, the legal side of our industry.  It’s not a scientifically weighted survey but from personal 
experience, when talking to potential legal clients to arrange substantive hearings rather than 
depositions, the majority have no interest whatsoever in a virtual service.  There are some occasions 
when virtual reporting is requested but they’re increasingly rare.  I fear if law firms are regularly told 
there’s no-one available to attend their hearing, they’ll be forced to find alternatives.  They will become 
used to there being no reporter present.  They will stop asking.  
 
Last time I wrote to you I mentioned Intersteno and the impending host city decision.  It transpires 
Polish planning had already reached a very advanced stage even before the Congress in Maastricht, so it 
was decided not to waste all that work and confirm Katowice as the host for 2024.  The silver lining is we 
can relax a little and now have a very comfortable timeframe to ensure our planning for 2026 is the best 
we can make it.  
 
Ian 

President 
 
 
 
 

As Ian refers to above, there have been a few changes to our profession.  

 

 

I heard last week from Jenny Chandler of Marten, Walsh, Cherer that they have sold their business to 

eScribers (who you may remember bought Auscript, who bought Margaret Wort.) Jenny tells me that 

the staffing personnel will remain the same.  I have learned that eScribers have also bought out Gwen 

Malone in Ireland.   

 

Marcus Hawthorn, Chief Executive of the National Registers of Communication Professionals working 

with Deaf and Deafblind People (NRCPD) has left and they are in the process of recruiting his 

replacement.  
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BIVR Winter Drinks Evening 
 

Saturday, 25 February 2023, 5 – 7 p.m., upstairs at…  

 

 
 

202 Bishopsgate, London, EC2M 4NR, opposite Liverpool Street Station (Bishopsgate exit) 
 

 
 
The first drink and some snacks - on BIVR! 
 
Please RSVP sec.bivr@gmail.com if you are coming.   Thanks I’ve already heard from a few of  you, but if 
anyone else is thinking of attending, please let me know.  By all means bring partners.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you there.  Sec.     

mailto:sec.bivr@gmail.com
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Thanks to those who have already renewed, but there are still a few who have not.  I hope to hear from 

you soon.  As always, please let me know, in confidence, if you are in difficulties and we’ll work 

something out so that you retain your membership.  

Also, if you do wish to be on the Find a Professional section of our website, I really do need an updated 

bio and up-to-date confirmation of your current competencies, so that I and you may be assured that 

BIVR has done its due diligence.  Again, some have sent them, some have not.  Be great to hear from 

those who haven’t yet sent them.  Thanks.  Sec.   

 

 

An interesting read from the Tiro online magazine of Intersteno – an article by Amanda Bavin, very 
apropos Ian’s comments.  Unfortunately, they didn’t grant permission to reproduce it, but here’s the 
link:   
 

https://tiro.intersteno.org/2022/12/returning-to-uk-captioning-on-site-in-the-uk-
2022/?fbclid=IwAR3sYWRJyD3isAIv-64wFUzAcll_1RO7bCDfrDVxZsBo05sEHFfHPPi6MF8 
 

Another article was published on 30 January in the Philippines Daily Inquirer:  

https://business.inquirer.net/384333/the-stenographer-the-silent-

superhero?fbclid=IwAR2R1xOhCQUYO-ASM1I0i8edFNo7EJ2taR5Z_Y09H3GKXqKJhji0tmLHxWg 

 

Transatlantic International Deposition Services (David Ross) have gone into partnership with 

Stenograph. 

https://www.newswire.com/news/transatlantic-international-deposition-services-and-

stenograph-21877152?fbclid=IwAR1SXzHRr89aCW0eccbt1gM22IWt582iv2VmjebLyE-

Rjay6uqEq43yRD2s 

 

https://tiro.intersteno.org/2022/12/returning-to-uk-captioning-on-site-in-the-uk-2022/?fbclid=IwAR3sYWRJyD3isAIv-64wFUzAcll_1RO7bCDfrDVxZsBo05sEHFfHPPi6MF8
https://tiro.intersteno.org/2022/12/returning-to-uk-captioning-on-site-in-the-uk-2022/?fbclid=IwAR3sYWRJyD3isAIv-64wFUzAcll_1RO7bCDfrDVxZsBo05sEHFfHPPi6MF8
https://business.inquirer.net/384333/the-stenographer-the-silent-superhero?fbclid=IwAR2R1xOhCQUYO-ASM1I0i8edFNo7EJ2taR5Z_Y09H3GKXqKJhji0tmLHxWg
https://business.inquirer.net/384333/the-stenographer-the-silent-superhero?fbclid=IwAR2R1xOhCQUYO-ASM1I0i8edFNo7EJ2taR5Z_Y09H3GKXqKJhji0tmLHxWg
https://www.newswire.com/news/transatlantic-international-deposition-services-and-stenograph-21877152?fbclid=IwAR1SXzHRr89aCW0eccbt1gM22IWt582iv2VmjebLyE-Rjay6uqEq43yRD2s
https://www.newswire.com/news/transatlantic-international-deposition-services-and-stenograph-21877152?fbclid=IwAR1SXzHRr89aCW0eccbt1gM22IWt582iv2VmjebLyE-Rjay6uqEq43yRD2s
https://www.newswire.com/news/transatlantic-international-deposition-services-and-stenograph-21877152?fbclid=IwAR1SXzHRr89aCW0eccbt1gM22IWt582iv2VmjebLyE-Rjay6uqEq43yRD2s
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I have had a few enquiries about QRRs.  How does Sat 15 April 2023 suit?  

 

If we have enough candidates I can book a room in a London hotel.  Otherwise it will be via Zoom link.  

In any case I will be pre-recording the passages and play them to onsite people, but anyone on a Zoom 

link will have the audio emailed to them so that we are not prey to the frailties of the Internet! 

We’ll be starting with the QRR2 (180/190/200/190/180); then QRR3 (200/210/220/210/200) and then 

QRR4 (220/230/240/230/220).   

The fee is £50 for the first one and £45 for a second attempt.   

Please let me know if you’d like to do a QRR and which one you’d like to do.   

I will be sending out some preview words beforehand for all of them, so that you can get some 

practising in.  

Also, I thoroughly recommend that you do some “test” practising beforehand.  It’s quite different from 

your every-day work.  There’s lots on the BIVR website:  https://bivr.org.uk/resources/speedbuilding/     

Log into BIVR, then click on the above link.  

 

For anyone who wants live dictation, the IPS is still offering dictation at £3 for the one hour session on 

Monday evenings, 7 – 8 p.m., (except Bank Holidays).  I can read whatever speed/s you want.  Contact 

me on marysorene@ntlworld.com Sec   

 

 

 

https://bivr.org.uk/resources/speedbuilding/
mailto:marysorene@ntlworld.com
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In November 2022 our members Orla Pearson and Elaine McCarthy, with other members of their 

business, attended Event Tech Live, in London, for the first time as exhibitors, with 

MyClearText and AccessLOOP.  Having entered for several awards hoping for a shortlist on one or two, 

they won four!   

 

BEST TECHNOLOGY START-UP  

BEST NEW TECHNOLOGY PRODUCT  

BEST CONFERENCE TECHNOLOGY  
(UNDER 10,000 ATTENDEES) 

BEST USE OF AI TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/mycleartext/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/accessloop/
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Congratulations! 
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From the modern, to the ancient! 

 

 

From the BIVR archives, a booklet of speeches at an annual dinner on Monday, 17 April 1939.  There are 

22 pages of speeches at which judges were guests and invited to speak.  It makes an interesting read as to 

how highly those members were thought of.  Perhaps we should reinstitute that part.  Host an event at 

which we invite judges and others in the legal world to speak and at which we showcase our skills.  

Anyone?  One notable difference would be that in those days it was male-dominated, Shorthand Writers 

and judges!  Secondly, the use of technology as demonstrated above.  Although, of course, I wasn’t yet 

born in 1939, I well remember attending Institute Dinners at the Connaught Rooms in the 1970s.  The 

annual dinner was dropped by the 1980s when they fell out of favour.     

Notice the “shoulder notes” on the subsequent pages.   

I have scanned them and reproduce here the first 11 pages, including the cover and front page: 

 

      

Nostalgia Nook 

1865 1939 
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Look out for pages 12 – 22 in the next Bugle.  



 20 

BIVR DETAILS 

 
BIVR's Registered address: 

 

73 Alicia Gardens, Kenton, Harrow, Middx. HA3 8JD.  

 

Your Council: 

 
President: Ian Roberts – president@bivr.org.uk or iroberts@briaultreporting.com 
Vice President: Georgina Ford - georginabivr@gmail.com 
  
 
Council Members: 
 
Melanie Ball - rtrlimited@gmail.com 
Alan Bell -  abellsttr@gmail.com  

Nicole Harrison - nicoleharrison@live.co.uk 
Sarah Hogan - (co-opted) sarahhogan1@virginmedia.com 
Sheryll Holley - sheryll.bivr@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Mary Sorene – sec.bivr@gmail.com  
 
 
Wishing everyone Good Health and Prosperity for the New Year and the future.  Sec.   
 
 

 
   
 

mailto:president@bivr.org.uk
mailto:iroberts@briaultreporting.com
mailto:georginabivr@gmail.com
mailto:rtrlimited@gmail.com
mailto:%20abellsttr@gmail.com
mailto:nicoleharrison@live.co.uk
mailto:sarahhogan1@virginmedia.com
mailto:sheryll.bivr@gmail.com
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