
       
 

THE FUTURE IS HERE! THE FUTURE IS NOW! 
Jubilee, BAW and AGM Special 

 

From the President’s Desk….       May/June 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

Well, here we are with four days of Platinum Jubilee jubilations* ahead of us to 
celebrate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s (“Regina” to most of us in our work lives) 
70 years as British monarch, and I am delighted to be writing this piece, which will 

be documented in the archives of the Institute forevermore, on such a momentous 
occasion.  I’ve bought some bunting, done the invite (below) for our little Party On 
The Green where I live, ordered the M&S crustless sarnies, and got the flags ready 

to fly*. 
 
While the Queen, it seems, won’t step down until she 

draws her last breath, I, on the other hand, am taking 
this opportunity to let you all know that at the 
conclusion of this year’s presidency at the AGM, I shall 

not only be stepping down from the role, as per the 
discretionary clause in the Mem & Arts, but I shall also 
be stepping down from Council.  I have served on 

Council since 2011 – thanks to Karen Faulks for 
nominating me at Milton Keynes! – with four of those 
as your President, a role which I embraced 

wholeheartedly and gave my all; though, if I am 
honest, I don’t feel as though, for the last year, I have 
been the President the Membership needs. 

 
Being on Council is not just about meetings and emails 
(and as President, chairing those meetings and 

composing most of the emails) and doing what’s best for the profession.  Underlying 
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everything to do with this Institute is YOU, the members.  Whilst I, and we, may not 

have always got it right, I would like to walk away thinking that I/we got it right most 
of the time.  Promoting and protecting your interests, as well as keeping this timeless 
profession we all know and love alive and thriving, even in the face of technological 

threats, is the foundation of what Council do.  To do that takes a lot of time.  A lot of 
time: time which is volunteered; time which sometimes, as individuals, we don’t have 
a lot of due to life circumstances; time which is oh-so precious to all of us.  But that 

dedicated-to-BIVR time for me is now ending and will become Leah time.   
 

I love the Institute and I love this profession.  I think that 

is patently clear.  Realtime stenography has given me the 
chance to live a life I love, to travel the world to work in 
places I sometimes wouldn’t have imagined, meet the most 

wonderful people along the way – and it’s not over yet!!  
But it was only right (for me) that I give back to that little, 
weird-looking machine - which has come a long way itself 

in the 30 years I’ve been a stenographer - and do what I 
could to promote us, to promote stenography in the UK, 
and to promote this Institute on the world map.  I shan’t 

stop doing that; that is one thing I won’t stop doing until I 
draw my last breath. 
 

I am grateful to Council, in its various guises over the years, but the lady who is a 
rock, in the good times and the bad, in the calm as well as the storm, the lady who 
has kept me grounded, who has advised, guided, and supported me is you, Mary.  

Honestly, you know this Institute’s workings like the back of your hand, you always 
have a story to tell, and your one-liners are nothing but hilarious.  To put it simply:  
Thank you. 

 
It will take me some getting used to, there’s no doubt about it, not being on Council, 
but I’m excited for what lies ahead for the profession, for the Institute, and for me.   

 
You all know what I’m like at AGMs when I’ve chaired them in the past, so best now, 
I reckon, that I say all of this rather than be the blubbering mess I am probably 

remembered for at AGMs! 
 
So let’s look forward to the summer and our BIVR Awareness Weekend.  It’s going 

to be a fantastic four* days, and the best bit is we can actually be in person if we 
choose to.  It is going to be wonderful to finally be in a real room together, to finally 
chink glasses together at the social events, to finally be able to set up our machines 

together.  I can hear it now: the room all a hubbub of catch-up conversation*; the 
clicking open of tripods and placing machines on top; the plugging in of power cords; 
the turning on of electrical sockets; laptops booting up; and then the learning begins. 

I cannot wait! 
 
On that note, I bid you all a jolly Jubilee* weekend. 
 
And thank you. 

 
Leah 

President (signing off one last time) 

 

*Sorry, Georgina! Had to get some last bits of alliteration in       
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New Members roll / Welcome back  

 

Congratulations to Niamh Kelly-Leahy for becoming an Accredited Court Reporter 
member, and we give a very warm welcome back to Carolyn Stewart.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee  
1952 – 2022    

           -President 

 

  
        

     

I did a bit of searching and found some fun facts about our Queen Elizabeth II, not 
all of which I will note here, of course, because there’s just so many.   

 
• Her Majesty has carried out approximately 21,000 engagements over the course of 

her reign. 

• Her silhouette appears on the coinage of at least 35 countries. 

• She has sat for over 200 official portraits. 

• The Queen has broadcast a Christmas Day message every year except for 1969. 

• She has hosted over 180 garden parties at 

Buckingham Palace since 1952, with over 

1.5 million people having attended a Garden 

Party during her reign (including me! I was 

fresh off the boat, as we say, in 1995 when I 

attended). Wonder how many crustless 

cucumber sandwiches were made for 180 tea 

parties?!  

• Windsor Castle is not only the oldest but it’s the 

largest occupied palace in the world. 

• Queen Elizabeth has been the proud owner of 

more than 30 Corgis and Dorgis during her reign, the majority of which are 
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descendants from her very first Corgi, named Susan, which was given to her when she 

was 18 years old. 

• The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh celebrated their Platinum Wedding Anniversary 

in 2017 – no other reigning monarch has done this. 

• She was snapped by 500 photographers and around 2,000 journalists from over 

90 nations on the Coronation route back in 1953. 

• She said, “Throughout all my life and with all my heart I shall strive to be worthy of 

your trust,” during a radio broadcast on the evening of the Coronation. 

• With Winston Churchill being the first Prime Minister to serve the Queen, there were 

another 13 who followed in his footsteps. 
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What was happening in the Institute in 1952? 
 

Well, for a start, we had a different name.  It was the Institute of Shorthand 
Writers Practising in the Supreme Court of Judicature.  What a mouthful, hey!  The 

current title came into being after having to apply to the Home Office to use the 
word “British”.  Rather fitting on this historic occasion, if you ask me. 
 

In the Heritage section of our website (Microsoft 

Word - BIVR's HERITAGE.doc), there is a paragraph 
or two about the very first application made by a 
woman for membership, which just so happened to 
be in 1952.  The applicant was a lady named 

Elizabeth Boyarsky (nee Crook) and her application 
was refused due to not meeting certain criteria.  It 
was to be two years later that Mrs Boyarsky was 

“welcomed as a new member of the Institute” almost 
70 years after the Institute’s registration.  It was 
another four years after that, in 1958, that the next 

female, Mary Rice, was granted membership. 
 
Under Examinations in the link above, it reads: 

 
“The rules stipulating suitability for membership read as follows:  

 

‘That no person shall be eligible as a candidate for admission into the Society who is under twenty-one 

years of age, or who has not practised the art of Shorthand for seven years, or who has not been articled 

to a member of the Society for at least five years, and who does not practise solely on his own account…. 

A candidate had to be certified by two members from their personal knowledge as a fit and proper 

person to become a member.’  

 

This effectively precluded the assistants to the shorthand writers, the readers who undertook the difficult 

task of transcribing someone else’s shorthand notes. Also, when the first application for membership 

was made by a woman in 1952, Elizabeth Crook (later Elizabeth Boyarsky), she was refused because 

she had not been a pupil or assistant in the office of a member for five years – never mind her ability to 

write competent shorthand and read it back.” 

 
 

 
 

https://bivr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/BIVRs-HERITAGE.pdf
https://bivr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/BIVRs-HERITAGE.pdf
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A couple of other things Mary was able to find in our archives: 
 

At the very bottom of this page of the Register of the Institute of Shorthand 
Writers Practising in the Supreme Court of Judicature, you will see it’s signed by 
a gentleman by the name of William “Bill” Frensham in June 1952.  Mr Frensham 

was once the President of the Institute of Shorthand Writers (IOSW) and Mary 
says that he actually bequeathed to the Institute a Bible written in Pitman’s 
shorthand! 
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Then this…. 
 
This is the then Secretary, in July 1952, informing Council and members that the 
subsistence allowance was increasing.  Looks quite a considerable rise perhaps 

but using historical UK inflation rates and price conversation calculator, £1 in 
1952 is approximately equivalent now to £33.50.  So £1.12s 6d (which is what 
32s 6d actually was) is over £45 in today’s money!   You can hardly get a room 

for that price now.   
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And finally, Mary regaled me with this little story: 
 

“I remember the Coronation.  I had the day off school. The night before, I recall skipping 
home from school and asking ‘Is it here yet?’  The TV had arrived and we watched the 

Coronation on a very small screen in black and white.  
 

We were all given a commemorative book and a mug.  Both long gone, I’m afraid, but what 
I remember most was the TV.  This was when a lot of people in the UK bought their first 

television, and neighbours who didn’t have one would come in and crowd around watching 
it.  

 
To put it into some context, I would have been 7 in the October 1953.”   

 
Whether you are a Royals fan or not, this truly is an historic time in British history.  
AND we get four days off, so have a wonderful weekend, whatever you are doing.  

Looking forward to seeing what social media brings with bunting, street parties, 
Union Jack tableware, and everything else that goes with such a huge celebration! 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 
From the Secretary’s Desk:  

 

Book Your Place 

Now! 
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(#BAW2022  #BIVRaware) 
 

**Take an A4 page advert or place your logo in our BAW2022 booklet**   
 
We will be awarding CPD as well as applying to NCRA for CEUs for the majority of our 

programme.  We have 11¾ hours of structured learning, including the AGM.   
 
Friday, 29 July – Tuesday, 2 August 2022.  Full details may be found on our website:   

https://bivr.org.uk/invest-in-yourself-at-the-bivr-baw/ 
 
See overleaf for a synopsis of our very full and interesting 2022 programme. 

Engineers’ House, The Promenade, Clifton 
Down, Clifton, Avon, Bristol BS8 3NB 
 

(Some overnight B&B accommodation has 
been organised at two local hotels, The 
Rodney and The Clifton.)   

 
 
Exposition open all day every day, 

Sat-thru Monday + Tues morning.    
 
 

 

 
 
There’s a refreshment station inside or just 

outside every room, plus a main one near 
the entrance.   Tea, coffee and water on tap 

all day.   
 
 

 
Friday, 29 July (free) Meet & Greet at our BAW venue, Engineers’ House, Bristol, 
in person or remote.     

 
We’re getting the weekend off to a flying start with dinner and drinks at the venue 
from 5.30 – 8 p.m. 

 
Saturday, 30 July (in person + remote) Competition time!  BIVR’s inaugural 
competitions are open to UK reporters only, BIVR members and non-members.  There 

is plenty practice dictation on the BIVR website but especially for these competitions 
under MIX&MAX!  https://bivr.org.uk/resources/speedbuilding/ 
 

The competitions are being offered for in-person and remote attendees.  For those 
who are in person, the room will be available from 8.00 a.m. to set up.  Start time is 
9.00 a.m. for the UK Realtime Rumble.  The UK Speech Speedway will commence at 

https://bivr.org.uk/invest-in-yourself-at-the-bivr-baw/
https://bivr.org.uk/resources/speedbuilding/
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11.00 a.m., with 2 hours to transcribe.  Please be prompt.  To be late only prolongs 

the anxiety of others!  
 
The passages are pre-recorded.  The Q&A piece in the UK Speech Speedway is read 

by Mary Sorene and BIVR Student Member Richard Ward.  The literary piece for the 
UK Realtime Rumble is read by Richard Ward. 
 

Entry is free and competitions are open to all UK stenographers, with the UK Speech 
Speedway being open to pen writers too!! Be sure to book your place by Thursday, 
30 June.  Marking the submissions will be our Chief Examiner, Georgina Ford, and, 

depending on the numbers, Leah Willersdorf. 
 
We have medals to award for 1st, 2nd & 3rd placers in both competitions, and every 

competitor will receive a Certificate of Participation. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 11 

 

The announcement of the medal winners will be made at a to-be-determined time 
during the event, as well as the awarding of medals.   
 

The expo room will be set up ready for you to visit – Opus2, Epiq, Stenograph and, 
of course, BIVR have booked so far, as well as a caricaturist present on Sunday!  The 
expo is open until 5.30 Saturday to Monday, and until lunchtime on Tuesday.   

 
Still on Saturday, though, after lunch (during which the expo 
is open) we have Anissa Nierenberger (right) in person in 

Bristol.  The first of Anissa’s workshops, this one is dedicated 
to a dictionary review pertaining to the competitions.  Even 
if you don’t take part in the competitions, this is still set to 

be a great learning experience from a lady who knows 
everything about dictionaries.  And this session is non-software specific.    
  
At 4.00 – 5.30 we have some parallel software training, Part 1 for each of these 

ladies, who are both attending remotely:  Jill Suttenberg (Case CATalyst, left) and 
Laura Axelsen (Eclipse, right).  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   
 

 
Part 2 for all three of these ladies tomorrow! 
 

 
Saturday night social – free but in-person attendees only:  
 

6.00 - 8.00 dinner at the venue.  
 
8.15 - 9.00 a quiz hosted by Melanie Ball with 1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes. 

 
 
Sunday, 31 July 9.00 – 11.30 free to in person or remote members, yes, it’s the… 

 
 

 
 
Note:  The nomination to Council notice is accompanying this Bugle.  
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Then it’s time, for those who have booked, for our first excursion of the 2022 BAW – 

11.45 muster outside ready to leave at 12 noon for a visit to the Clifton Suspension 
Bridge. 
 

 
It’s not too far away, but we’re 
arranging for taxis to take us there 

and back.   
 
You can stay there for lunch or be back 

at the venue by 1.30 for lunch at the 
venue or a visit to the expo before the 
afternoon sessions.   

 

 

 

 

 
For those not participating in the excursion, there’ll be plenty of time to visit the 
expo! 
 

Plus from 1.30 – 4.00 visit Chris Pavlick in person in the expo room for your 
personal caricature! 
 

 

  From his website!   
 
 
“I’ve been drawing portraits, street caricatures and satirical cartoons for over 

30 years – and although my work has taken me all around the world (from Malta to 
Spain, Eastern Europe to the UAE), the light-hearted, fun-loving British spirit has 
been my art’s most grateful recipient.” 

 
 
2.00 - 3.30 -  Anissa Nierenberger, in person in Bristol: “Is your dictionary 

interfering with your realtime?”  
 
After a break for networking and visiting the expo, we have the second of our parallel 

sessions of software training… 
 
4.00 – 5.30 - Software training (remote): Jill Suttenberg (Case CATalyst) and  

Laura Axelsen (Eclipse).   
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Sunday night social for those in person, we 

have booked dinner at The Watershed Café 
& Bar, 1 Canon’s Road, Bristol. 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Monday, 1 August (in person + remote) 

 
9.00 – 10.15 “Enhancing your English” - a workshop with Helen 
Fuller, on expanding vocabulary.  

 
 
 

 
 
After a break for networking and visiting the expo, at 11.00 – 12.00 it’s “I’m a 

stenographer, not a bookkeeper” with our own Sheryll Holley on invoicing and 
finances.    
 

We’re having an early lunch at 12.00 – 1.00 at the venue today, then, for those who 
have booked, it’s another muster outside for our second BAW2022 excursion, this 
time to the Clifton Observatory with afternoon tea. 
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For those not participating in the excursion, there’s plenty of time for you to visit 
the expo! 
 

Monday night social (in person only) - join together for dinner at The Ivy Clifton 
Brasserie.   
 

 

Tuesday, 2 August (in person + remote) We begin at 9 a.m. with Sheryll Holley on 
captioning platforms – StreamText, Text on Top/Text on Tap, and 1CapApp.   

 
 
Time is limited today, so after just a 5-minute break, basically a change 

of speaker, at 10.05 – 11.05 we move to a wellbeing  workshop – “The 
other type of STT” with Olivia Daniell, who will be in person.  Olivia is 
from Bristol Soft Tissue Therapy.  

 
A slightly longer break now with a last chance at networking and visit to 
the expo, at 11.45 – 12.45 we welcome Dr Wendy McIntosh, who will be 

attending remotely all the way from Australia, and her workshop is on 
professional boundaries & wellbeing.  
 

 
12.45 – 1.00 - Lunch at the venue or a takeaway for the journey home.  
 

Please note that Pamper Hamper raffle tickets will be sold throughout the 
event, with the draw taking place last thing on Sunday.  
 

* * * * * * * * * 
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Want to keep the stenography momentum going?  INTERSTENO’s 53rd 
Congress, Maastricht, the Netherlands, is on Sat-Thurs, 6 - 11 August 2022 

(https://www.intersteno2022.org) and follows hot on the heels of our BAW2022.  
Some of our members are attending and even taking part in the competitions - best 

of luck to Georgina Ford, Sheryll Holley, and Leah 

Willersdorf (representing Australia) - and 
enjoyment of Intersteno to the others who are 
attending.  

 
ALSO, Intersteno is proud to announce its 
offering of the European Certification and 

Qualification Association (ECQA) Certification at 
this year’s Congress.  This is a European 
certification for live captioners, in conjunction 

with the Live Text Access Project.  Please note 
that the opportunity to sit for the ECQA is not 

offered remotely. 

 
For details on the examination criteria, please see Schoolreglement (intersteno.org) 
and Intersteno-ECQA Certificate - LIVE TEXT ACCESS (ltaproject.eu) 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

 

Things for members to think about for the AGM:  
 

• Nominations for Council – deadline 11 June 2022 

• Nominations for President/Vice President – deadline 6 p.m. 28 July 

2022  

• Nominations for THE BETTY WILLETT AWARD (Who will Mary hand it 

over to, that is the question?) – deadline 11 June 2022 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.intersteno2022.org/
https://www.intersteno.org/docs/enews/eFlash-2022-05-ECQA.pdf
https://ltaproject.eu/?page_id=2986
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Thanks to our BIVR Platinum Supporters 
 
 

   
 

Collaborative, cloud-based legal technology and services | Opus 2 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

AccessLoop 

 

 
                                                               * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BIVR DETAILS 
 
BIVR's Registered address: 

 
73 Alicia Gardens, Kenton, Harrow, Middx. HA3 8JD.  
 

 
 
President:  Leah Willersdorf -  bivr.leah@gmail.com   
Vice President: Georgina Ford - ginford.frr@gmail.com  

                
Council Members: 
 

Melanie Ball - rtrlimited@gmail.com 
Alan Bell - abellsttr@gmail.com  
Nicole Harrison - nicole.bivr18@gmail.com  

Sheryll Holley – sheryll.bivr@gmail.com 
Ian Roberts -  iroberts@frreporting.eu 
 

Chief Examiner: Georgina Ford – ginford.frr@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Mary Sorene – sec.bivr@gmail.com  

 
Please keep in touch - we always want to hear from our members.  
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